New Student Information Form: Test Prep
To streamline the tutoring process, I ask that new students fill out this form before scheduling our first meeting.  Feel free to cut and paste these questions directly into an email message if you prefer!  If you don't know an answer, leave it blank.

NAME:  
STUDENT CELL PHONE (US only) / Skype Handle (Int’l or online students):

PARENT(S) NAMES:

PARENT CELL PHONE(S) (US only):

1. What test(s) are you planning to take and if you have chosen one over another, why do you prefer that test?

2. Have you taken official administrations of the PSAT, ACT Aspire, SAT or ACT before?  If so, please list your scores, including all sub-scores, along with date taken (i.e. March 2016 SAT: Math 650, Reading 700 (8/6/6 20 overall - essay), January 2015 ACT: Math 34 Reading 32, English 27, Science 22, etc.).  Please list all tests you know. If you only know practice test scores, please share those instead (and indicate they are from practice tests).
3. Have you ever had tutoring before?  Specifically, have you ever had test prep or SAT / ACT tutoring before?  If so, for how long, and what company?  Was it private or group tutoring? (i.e. private SAT tutor – 4 months from last February through May, etc.).

4. Have you used any published SAT/ACT practice materials to prep on your own or with another tutor?  If so, what books have you used, and have you completed them?  

5. Have you used any other prep methods? (i.e. self study, software or online videos, etc.)
6. What is your GPA (Weighted / Unweighted)?  Class Rank?

7. What is your current grade level?
8. What score are you looking to achieve?  

9. What are your top three schools of choice?

10. When do you plan to take the SAT / ACT? 

11. What are your biggest struggles in terms of taking tests?
12. How much time per week between lessons are you willing to dedicate to SAT/ACT prep practice?
SupertutorTV Tutoring 

New Student Information SAT / ACT 

Hello!

Thank-you for contacting us regarding PSAT, SAT and/or ACT prep for you or your son or daughter. 
Before taking on new clients, we ask that ALL new prospective students take a practice SAT or ACT exam (or both if you/your child is considering both), and also fill out the questionnaire (above).

PSAT (sample test—appropriate if student is low on time and can’t take a full length SAT before the first lesson or is a sophomore or freshman)

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/practice/full-length-practice-test
SAT (sample test) 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-suite-assessments/practice/practice-tests
ACT (sample test)
http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
If for some reason you have already taken one of these exams, please email us and we will send you an alternative sample exam from a prior year or discuss working from your already completed exams.

Unless you’re an ACT International student or taking a single ACT section during a “retake” after September 2020 (both of which are on a computer), you should PRINT the exam (don't take the test online, but feel free to use the online SAT grading tool), as the actual exam is on paper, and students read 20-30% slower on screens than on traditional paper.  Time yourself, and use the bubble sheet.  Grade the exam according to the instructions.  
If you aren't sure which you'd like to take, I highly recommend taking a sample of both exams.  8 hours of your life taking a couple of diagnostic tests is a small price to pay for the potential of scoring higher.
Alternatively, if you or your child has taken the exam recently and has a QAS (Question and Answer Service) or official test BOOKLET or online review section with all test questions and answer page, I can use that as a diagnostic tool instead of a test they print and take at home.  SAT QAS service is only offered in October, March, and May, ACT releases tests only in December, April, and June.  If you do not have a QAS or released ACT, I still ask that your student / you take an actual practice exam.  I can also use the Aspire for the ACT with full test available (not score sheet only), though I prefer students take a new full SAT and not rely on a previous official PSAT score if possible (as it is longer and will identify more areas of weakness) before a first lesson unless they’ve taken more than 5 practice exams already, in which case we may want to work with one already completed so as not to burn through too much material too fast.
Below you will find answers to many of my FAQ's – should you have any additional questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.  Thank-you and I look forward to meeting with you or your son/daughter.

Do you offer a free initial consultation?

I offer a free 15-minute initial consultation over the phone (or via Skype or iChat for international students). I’m also happy to use part of our tutoring time to sit down with parents and discuss the best plan of action for a student.

How much will my child’s score increase?

This comes down to a host of unpredictable factors. I can help students realize their goals, but I’m not a magician.  Students must make an effort and work hard. The more work and tutoring a student does, the more he or she will likely improve.  But other factors contribute as well-- the intellectual personality of a student, the way a student thinks, etc. I typically expect students to put in 4-7 hours of time doing homework each week. If students complete most all of the homework I give them, take a minimum of 20 hours of tutoring, and are healthy on the test day (illness can be one of the biggest score killers), most of them do see improvement.  The exception typically arises when a student has gleaned a perfect or near perfect score in a single section on a prior exam, and we will not focus on that section, and as such the student may see that higher or “lucky” score regress, while the lower the individual sections of focus may increase.  Additionally, some students struggle with issues such as fear of tests, disinterest in academic work, or lack of focus (ADD or ADHD at times contribute to this issue). Though I do work with students on some of these issues, and have seen great success with some in overcoming them, they can be struggles more difficult to overcome than a lack of comprehension, issues that may take more time, or problems that may be well addressed by a qualified therapist or psychologist (let me know if you need a referral!).  Likewise, I see variety in results based on student experience with tutoring. If you already sent your child to 3 SAT tutors for the past 2 years, and only schedule a month of lessons with me, we may not see as much improvement as a student who has had no prep and studies for 4-5 months.  At the same time I’ve taken on students who simply did not get any improvement from other tutors, but made great progress after working with me.  
I’ve seen students improve by a modest 50 points (SAT) or 2 points (ACT) and others by over 200 points in a single section (SAT)— and 8 points (ACT).  My average students who do their homework and do 3-6 months of tutoring improve between 50-150 points on each section the SAT and 3-8 points on the ACT, but again each student is different and the student is the most decisive factor in score increase. My most common increase in scores for my students on the ACT is about 5 composite points. Many of my SAT students start with higher scores (near 1500) so the score rise I see here may be less pronounced. As the ACT is very unforgiving for students scoring over a 30-31, we often see fluctuation with those students, in which case the best remedy is often multiple test sittings.  Unlike the SAT, the ACT allows students to expunge an entire sitting of an exam from their permanent record.  However, this process takes time, and must be done via traditional mail, so is not necessarily possible for seniors relying on quick turn around of scores.  Similarly, parents should check with guidance counselors at school to ensure that a student’s high school is also willing to expunge such scores (some will retain the old scores on transcripts).
The pool of students with which I work are often some of the students with more challenging goals—such as students already scoring above the 90th percentile, or students who have already engaged in other tutoring or classes but wish for further improvement. If a student is already scoring a 720 for example on the SAT reading, which was “prepped” via other means up from a 620, a 760 might be a good goal, even though this is below the average range of increase for my students.  
Our staff tutors have different levels of experience, but generally 100-200 points overall on the SAT or 3-5 points on the ACT are reasonable goals for most private students with these tutors.
Should we take the ACT, the SAT, or both?
First, you might check out this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wiGNaoxDXE which covers many of the basic differences of the tests.
Below is a response tailored to my private students in particular:
I suggest that ALL students take a practice (not official sitting) ACT and practice SAT (or the official administration of the ACT Aspire or PSAT if offered at your school) before trying to answer this question, and check out the online concordance table of scores.  
I am happy to discuss during our lesson if students would like help in charting their test strategy.
Different colleges have different policies on testing-- i.e. some (like Stanford) request you send ALL scores of all tests you’ve taken-- while others let you choose to send one or the other. If you are applying to schools that let you choose what you send, taking both may not be a bad option.  Likewise, if you are a top student and competing for admission to a top 10 university, having two distinct, amazing test scores (a near perfect SAT and a near perfect ACT) can be an asset in the admissions process.  About 65% of the content of both tests is very similar, so SAT prep will still help an ACT taker -- particularly upper level students. 
Otherwise, I suggest taking only one exam. If a student performs better on the ACT, or struggles with vocabulary and reading comprehension, the ACT is often a better test to focus on.  This question really differs on a student-by-student basis, and the answer to the question may change throughout the testing process (i.e. depending on what one already scored and how many testing opportunities remain). I do suggest, though that students not plan to take any exam more than 3 times—unless students are athletic recruits, or taking the ACT 3+ months in advance and plan to expunge a score if not satisfactory (as of 2016, SAT test dates cannot be fully removed from a student’s record—an indication of “cancelled score” would appear on the transcript)—even so—planning to delete scores can take a mental toll and lead to burnout.  I find the best results come when students plan to take the test twice, and plan to not take the test until they have scores in the range they want on practice exams. The ACT is an easier test in many ways (the reading level is about 8th grade vs. 12th grade), but it’s less precise than the SAT (i.e. the grammar passages sound as if they were written by an eighth grader—making right answers difficult to find) and far less forgiving (2 wrong answers will plummet your score from 99% to 92% on some sections)—so it in some ways is a test of chance.  I find much less score variance on the SAT test to test with most students than the ACT – for that reason, if students are prepping with fewer than 3 months before a test date, and scores are equal, sometimes the SAT is best as it has less “risk” involved.  Again exceptions always exist.

Don’t colleges prefer the SAT?

No.  They do not.  Perhaps 50 years ago, but both tests are considered equally now on a near universal level.  However, more schools allow you to “super score” your SAT (pick the best individual section score from multiple sittings) whereas fewer allow you to do so with the ACT, making the SAT slightly more advantageous for those willing to take the test more than once.  A very small number of schools may also use the SAT for entry-level course placement, the ACT for scholarship consideration, or phrase their admissions policy in a way that appears to assume most students take the SAT or ACT, but choice of test should not affect admissions.  

If students are National Merit Semi Finalists, they will need to take the SAT to “confirm” their PSAT score and qualify for finalist status.  For that reason, I recommend students performing in the top 1% of test takers on the PSAT or SAT either take both exams (ACT and SAT) or take the SAT.  Some colleges do offer admission preference to National Merit Finalists or Semi-Finalists, even if they do not offer scholarships to these students.
How many lessons are necessary?

Again there is no direct answer to this-- different families have different budgets and expectations. I have some clients who have prepped for over a year for standardized tests, and others who could only afford 3-4 sessions total. I have seen positive results with both. Student effort and interest are significant factors in success. 
The “typical” round of ISEE, SSAT, GRE, ACT or SAT prep (for one test, all sections) is about 10-24 two-hour lessons (3-6 months, 1x week)-- that’s about how long it takes to teach every “rule” once over for students who start with a minimum score in about the 70th percentile or above. Lower scoring students or those who learn more slowly or struggle in math or reading may need far more prep, and higher scoring students less.  Now that we have online courses, I’ve seen the same results with 1-hour lessons on the same schedule (10-24 1 hour lessons supplementing what we don’t get to with course videos each week) for about 2/3 of my students. Some students, though, respond better to the more engaging and interactive style that tutoring offers.
Do we need to buy any books?  Which ones?

Students are responsible for purchasing their own books and online course access. 
About 3/4 of test prep students I work privately with will also purchase our online course (see supertutortv.com). If students are doing 2 hours or more of lessons per week, or only 1-2 lessons total, they sometimes opt not to use the online course.
I also recommend that math ACT students purchase a copy of our math ACT books, unless they are international students or taking the exam from a computer:
https://supertutortv.com/books
For those NOT on the course and some other students who may need vocabulary or other help, I or your staff tutor will likely recommend other books based on a student's scores, but these vary according to ability and how much time we have to prep.
SAT/PSAT students can download 2 free PSATs and 8 free SAT exams from the College Board.  Please note the SAT tests are identical to the ones in the print book.  I find it’s easier for many students to get these in book form.
PSAT:

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/practice/full-length-practice-test
SAT:

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/full-length-practice-tests
How do you teach? What materials do you use to teach?
I use as many materials as possible from the test makers when working with students, rather than from other educational brands.  I also work with materials I’ve designed for our online courses available in pdf form (SupertutorTV curriculum), and PowerPoint lessons to present all section strategies as well as skills on various grammar and math topics. At this point I have a complete curriculum for both the SAT and ACT exams. By breaking down the “standardized” way the test is constructed, and teaching them precisely “what” is tested, I help students readily identify answers. I also teach them what “wrong” answers look like, as the test has predictable “types” of wrong answers. By understanding the format and layout of the test, and its high level of predictability, I help students know what to look for, so they can better realize the scores they desire. I also expose students to as many actual tests as possible. Familiarity is key to a higher score. Additionally, I work with students to avoid careless errors, pace themselves, and maximize their potential. Occasionally I may suggest or work from books from independent tutors (who actually write better content than some of the bigger labels) or general drills and worksheets I will pull from various sources as necessary.  
Do you teach classes?  Where do you teach?
Most of my clients I tutor online one-on-one, via Skype, or on the phone with Google docs (for essay editing).
Our staff tutors are available online only.

NOTE: All in-person lessons have been suspended due to the current restrictions in place in California and Los Angeles per COVID-19. 

Once restrictions are lifted, I will resume offering in person lessons in the Westwood area of Los Angeles (at my office or the public library). Please note during busy seasons and on weekends, because of my standing schedule obligations with students in my office, my availability to travel to student homes may be limited, and any travel is charged in real time at full lesson rates. 
I do not teach college consulting classes or hold workshops.

How do Skype lessons work?

I use a Wacom pen tablet and screen share with students, highlighting information and working math problems in real time on screen. At the same time, they can see me via my webcam. I have copies of most tests I assign for homework in pdf format, so use these as part of the screen share. I use an app called Notability.
For essay work, I use Google Docs.

Most of my students do not have a pen tablet, though some screen share work, particularly those prepping for SAT and using online Khan Academy resources. If parents wish to purchase a pen tablet the Notability app so students can draw and share work on their screens that is an option. Most of the time, students can talk me through what they are doing in real time and I can catch their mistakes.

Do Skype/online lessons work as well as in person ones?

Most of the time, yes. 

In fact, some of the highest scoring and performing students I’ve had (two who scored a perfect 36 on the ACT, another 36 super scorer, college essay students who attended MIT, Harvard) have been online students.

As I have one camera on me and can easily screen share the majority of the materials I use with students in PDF format (all practice tests and some books), it's very easy for me to explain problems to students and show work.   Some of my local students actually Skype instead of have in person sessions at times because Skype is easier for them schedule-wise.  In fact, I've had a couple of local students choose to stop meeting in person entirely because they don't see much of a difference in terms of results.
I would also say that I've had more effective results with high school and older students vs. younger, as the older students are generally more committed and focused (ie. tutoring 10-year-olds is often as much about keeping a student on task and making sure he's paying attention as it is presenting material in an engaging way— the former is harder to do when I'm not in the room). Essentially, though, as long as a student is dedicated and invested in his prep, he will see results and get the same individualized coaching that I provide in person. Students who are tutored against their own will, are prone to play video games online instead of paying attention to their online tutor, or who struggle to pay attention to teachers overall often benefit from in person prep.
What payment types do you accept?

We bill online lessons through Square (major credit cards accepted, no account needed). Payment is due 24 hours in advance. On request, we can bill monthly, bi-weekly, etc. on a single invoice.

What is your cancellation policy?
24 hours notice:

Cancellations and rescheduling requests with less than twenty-four hours notice BEFORE the beginning of the lesson time will be charged full lesson charges.  “Shortening” a lesson with less than 24 hours notice shall be subject to a charge for the full lesson length.  

Group tutoring courses (2 or more students at a time from different households, paying separately) may not be cancelled but may be rescheduled; all members of the group must agree and rescheduling must occur at least 48 hours in advance and the make up lesson must be within 10 days of the originally scheduled lesson.
Students who frequently cancel or reschedule lessons may be given a lower scheduling priority than those who keep their appointments.  Students or parents who request 3+ hours of lessons in a single week or schedule long lessons (over 3-hour lesson blocks) may be subjected to stricter cancellation policies/fees or prepayment requirements.
